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5. Classification -- - ......................................................... .......................................................... 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

X private - - - public-local 
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- district 
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- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
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---- ---- -- 
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Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single dwelling 
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vACANT/NOT IN USE 
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7 .  Description ................................................................. _-----_--_------_-_----------__________------_----------- - -- 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

EARLY REPUBLIC: Greek Revival - 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation - BRICK 
roof STONE: slate 
walls WOOD: Weatherboard 

other WOOD 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property 
on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance ............................... ........................... ---- ---- -------- ----------- 
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Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance ~1859-1860 

Significant Dates - c1860- 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
- N/A 

Cultural Affiliation - N/A 

ArchitectIBuilder unknown 
- - -  

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property On 
one or more continuation sheets.) 
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9. Major Bibliographical References ............................................................. - ............................................................ 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on on€ 
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lo. Geographical Data .............................. ----------- ----------- - ----- 
Acreage of Property - 62.1 acres - 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 
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- S e e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t .  

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a 
continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation 
sheet. ) 

.- 

............................. .............................. -- -- --- 
11. Form Prepared By ......................................................................... 
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Continuation Sheets 
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Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
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Property Owner 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Susan Lowry Byrd 
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Rprnak Muurn A- Su-: rn i d - ~ ~  Y brw oo- for .~pir~tim u, * ~.ti& &**I rd ~ b ~ o n ~  P I . ~  to e u  -o. fn h a  n &vmur =reb'U;w fn I Y k  to 1YI mo.. d to urrni 
uLtb luuly.. hpa. lo ibu -l Y -10 ob(.. a &fit i. .& rub ih N e w  HnLms Rurm- An, u d (16 U.S.C. 470 a w.l. 
&h!d B& Su-: Mlic =wmq hm*. la thk f m  Y c s h ! d  to 18.1 prr mpmr losl- ih - la -- Lu-I-, pihk ud =ia&m dam. d c-wkds4 d Irv*nn. lh 1-. - ibu bvdrn-8-a a my upsn of thk 1- to ih ~ v . u r  SN~CU D ~ ~ Y I -  ~ . t i d  RIL ~m,, P.O. ~m 3,127, wu&um. DC m13-7122 d Ih Om- dM- d B u l s ~ .  
Rp..rnk IMuym. PIDpO ,102103181. W*m. DC mm3. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

WB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Section 7 Page - 1 - Woodside 
Buckingham County, Virginia 

SUMMARY ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIITION 

Woodside is a sixty-two acre farm located on State Route 631 near Buckingham Court 
House, Virginia. The farm comprises a main dwelling house, three outbuildings, a well, and 
four sites of outbuildings associated with the dwelling during its period of significance. The 
surviving mid-nineteenth-century historic buildings on the property consist of the weather- 
board-sided, two-story, five-bay, hip-roofed, Greek Revival-style dwelling house and the 
wooden, square, one-story, pyramidal-roofed smokehouse. The grounds. surrounding the 
main house include a covered well and the sites of the icehouse, kitchen, dairy, and corncrib. 
These outbuildings were standing on the property prior to 1950. In 1937 a kitchen wing was 
added to the rear elevation of the dwelling. Also located on the property are two twentieth- 
century, noncontributing buildings; a tenant house and a barn. Large oak trees surrounding 
the main house remain from the original landscaping. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Woodside sits on a high ridge overlooking the village of Buckingham Court House 
and has a T-shaped configuration. The principal elevation of the house runs east to west 
facing U.S. Route 60, while the ell is oriented north to south. The smokehouse is situated 
southwest of the main dwelling. The sites of the kitchen, dairy, and corncrib are east of the 
smokehouse and are situated in line with the south elevation of the main dwelling. The site 
of the icehouse is located to the west of the dwelling. 

The two-story, T-shaped, frame main house is covered with weatherboards and is 
situated on a brick foundation laid in 5-course American bond, with the exception of the 
Flemish-bond foundations that support the two bay windows on the north elevation. The 
interruption of the brick courses suggests the later addition of the bay windows. The low- 
pitched, slate, hipped roof has moderately deep eaves above a wide frieze. The frieze is also 
emphasized beneath the porch roofs and below window cornices. Two interior brick 
chimneys rise on either side of the central front gable on the main block of the house. A 
third interior chimney is located on the rear ell. 

The symmetrical north elevation of the main block is a fine example of Greek 
Revival-style architecture. The principal elevation is dominated by a projecting three-bay, 
pedimented pavilion with flanking one-bay, hip-roofed wings. The main porch is supported 
by a brick foundation and features four Doric columns and a turned balustrade. The main 
entrance is topped by a rectangular transom flanked by sidelights. The door is covered by a 
hood, corbels, and corbel table with fluted pilasters to each side. Located on either side of 
the main entrance is a six-over-nine, double-hung sash, floor-length window. The second- 
floor level of the central pavilion is nearly identical to the first floor level. The door opens 
onto a second-story landing with balustrade. All the windows of the house, except the bay 
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windows, have wide louvered shutters and are all six-over-six double-hung. In the center of 
the pediment on the front elevation is a wheel window. 

The east and west elevations of the main block of the house are blank walls that are 
twenty-two feet wide. A false window on each floor is covered with louvered shutters. 

The rear ell on the southern elevation is narrower than the central block of the 
principal massing. A secondary stair tower extends from the central block on the west 
porch, while on the east porch a six-over-nine double-hung window gives light to a small 
interior room on the first floor. The second-floor fenestration is identical. 

The two-story ell is thirty-four and a half feet long. Porches with square Doric 
columns and balustrades allow entrance on both the east and west. On the east side of the ell 
at the first-floor level is a door, topped by a two-light rectangular transom, that leads to a 
short cross hall. On the west side the porch extends the length of the ell and features a door 
that gives direct access to a kitchen at the south end. In 1937 a one-and-one-half-story 
kitchen addition was constructed at the south end of the ell. The kitchen addition has a 
cement block foundation and a storage area with an entrance underneath. 

The floor plan of Woodside presents a synthesis of a Palladian three-part composition 
and a Georgian central-passage plan. The principal entrance opens into an entry that 
provides access to the parlor on the east. The dining room is to the south of the entrance 
hall. The library is accessed through a service stair room at the rear of the entrance hall. 

Much of the original interior fabric survives in Woodside. The floors are pine throughout 
the house. A 9 112" molded baseboard is found in every room. All the rooms have plaster 
ceilings with the exception of the first-floor bath in which drywall was added in 1989. The 
lirst floor has twelve-foot high ceilings and the second floor has eleven-foot high ceilings. 
The walls feature hand-split lath covered in plaster. All mantels in the house are wooden 
and are thought to be original, with the exception of the marble parlor mantel that, according 
to legend, may have come from the White House. 

The staircase is an open-string, single-run, dog-leg stair with winders attached to the 
east wall of the central passage. The staircase rises twenty-two steps, each step having a 11 
112" tread and 5 112" riser. The spandrel beneath the stairs consists of six wooden panels. 
The stair rail begins with a newel post, has a handrail, oval in section, and two balusters per 
tread. 

Within the principal block, a small interior chamber, 8'3" X 11'10", occupies the 
space directly to the east of the central passage. The fireplace on the east wall has molded 
wooden panels surrounding the opening. West of the central passage there is a small service 
stair tower. The flight of thirteen stairs has several winders. The treads are two feet seven 
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inches deep, ten inches wide and the risers are six inches high. The stair begins with a 
newel post similar to the one in the central passage and has a handrail, circular in section. 
There are two balusters on each tread. The stair tower also opens to the side porch located 
on the west elevation. To the west of the entry north of the stair tower is a 9'11" X 15'1" 
chamber presently used as a bath. The only direct access is through the stair tower or the 
library. The fireplace in the bathroom is surrounded by undecorated panels. 

Directly east of the entry is the parlor. The parlor is 17'5" X 21'6" in size. The 
marble mantel is on the interior west wall. On the far west of the house is the library. The 
library is 17'5" X 21'6" in size. The fireplace is on the interior east wall and its surround is 
decorated with inset panels. The west wall is covered with full-length bookshelves that were 
installed in 1989. Both the parlor and library have a three-part bay window on the north 
wall, molded baseboards, and a picture molding. 

South of the central passage is the dining room, breakfast room, and kitchen. The 
dining room walls are decorated with a strip of picture molding. The fireplace is located on 
the south wall between the dining room and breakfast room. To the left of the fireplace is a 
built-in cabinet with shelves. Directly to the south of the dining room is the breakfast room. 
The breakfast room has a wooden dado made up of 4" vertical boards that are 3'7" in height. 
Above the dado is a 3 112" chair rail, plaster walls, and crown molding. The English-bond 
brick fireplace reaches to the ceiling and is 5'10" wide with a 3'5" opening. There is no 
mantel. 

The plan of the second floor of the house is identical to the first floor. There is a 
small bedroom to the east of the central hall. Directly beside the small bedroom to the east 
is the master bedroom. The second-floor bath is directly above the one on the first floor and 
is the same size. In the northwest comer of the house above the library is another bedroom. 
The ell also contains two bedrooms--one located above the dining room and the other located 
above the breakfast room. 

The house underwent substantial rehabilitation in 1989 when it was purchased by the 
present owner. During the modernization the major portion of the wall between the 
breakfast room and kitchen (built in 1937) was removed and the wiring and plumbing was 
completely redone. 

The smokehouse is a contributing building located to the west of the main dwelling. 
It is a 15'x 15', one-story, braced-frame building with an entrance on the north wall. The 
building is presently used for storage. The well, located to the southwest of the main 
dwelling, is the one contributing structure on the property. It is covered with a pyramidal 
roof above four braced posts. Although repairs have been made to the structure, it appears 
to be the original well location. 
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The four contributing sites on the property include that of an icehouse, a dairy, a 
latchen and a corncrib. All of the outbuilding sites are marked by shallow depressions in the 
ground that are occasionally accompanied by an outline of vegetation that suggests the 
possible location and size of the structure. 

Also on the property are two noncontributing buildings; a one-story tenant house and 
a barn believed to have been constructed of the timbers from the outbuildings that were tom 
down around 1950. There is some speculation that the tenant house was originally a slave 
quarters, now significantly altered. This has not been substantiated at this time, but even if 
that is the case, it appears to be altered to the extent that it would still be noncontributing. 
One hundred yards west of the main dwelling house are three related depressions that mark 
the site of three graves without headstones. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Woodside is a mid-nineteenth-century dwelling located on a knoll overlooking the 
village of Buckingham Court House. The house is an impressive two-story Greek Revival- 
style building that was built for William M. Swoope about 1859-1860. In a county where 
few high style dwellings remain, Woodside stands out as one of the best preserved examples 
of the Greek Revival style. The building's T-shaped configuration and its pedimented central 
pavilion with flanking hip-roofed single-pile wings are unusual features for dwellings of the 
period in the Virginia Piedmont. The built environment in Buckingham County, for the most 
part, consists of frame I-houses or other vernacular structures, making Woodside appear even 
singular. Of those dwellings currently surveyed in Buckingham County, few exhibit the 
same characteristic features. The house has local associations with the Bocock family as 
well, having been the residence of Nicholas F. Bocock, a prominent local lawyer, and his 
heirs from 1871 through 1882. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

In 1846, William M. Swoope is listed as owning "103 112- acres adjacent to 
Maysville."' The Buckingham County Land Tax Book No. 1 indicates that the property was 
transferred from the estate of Charles A. Scott. At the time of the transfer, the land tax 
records value the 103 112-acre tract at $10.00 per acre, without any additional value for 
buildings. This amount remains constant until it suddenly triples to $45.00 per acre in 1860. 
This increase in value, coupled with the following notation in the remarks column: "$4,000 
added for improvements," suggests the construction of a large dwelling during that tax year.' 
William Swoope retained ownership of the property until 1871. In 1871 the property was 
transferred from William M. Swoope to Nicholas F. Bocock with a tax value of $70.00 per 
acre. ' 

Nicholas Bocock died less than two years later. At the time of his death in 1873 the 
property included "103 1/2-acres adjacent to Maysville."' Thomas S. Bocock, one of 
Nicholas Bocock's brothers, was named executor of the estate and he sold the property to 
their brother, Willis P. Bocock, in 1881 for $2500.' The settlement of the property was tied 
up in civil court between 1873 and 1881 by litigation resulting from questions of dower of 
Octavia Bocock, Nicholas's widow, ownership of a brick residence in Maysville (not 
Woodside), and over the handling of Nicholas F. Bocock's estate i n ~ o m e . ~  A deposition of 
Peter A. Forbes in this chancery suit in April, 1878 provides the first instance where the 
property is called Woodside.' 

In October 1881 title to the Woodside property was sold to Charles W. Bocock, by 
his brother of Willis P. Bocock. Ten days later Charles Bocock and J. B. Gilliam sold 
Woodside to William S. Morrow and Mary E. Morrow for $2,000, to be delivered in four 
equal payments. One year later the property was returned to Bocock and Gilliam when the 
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Morrows failed to make the bond payments to Willis P. Bocock.' Following the death of 
Willis P. Bocock, his older brother, Henry F. Bocock, was made executor of his estate. In 
1888 J. B. Gilliam transferred by deed to Henry F. Bocock his rights to the property.' 

After such a turbulent ownership during the era of Reconstruction, the property has 
had few owners in the past one hundred years. The property left the Bocock family when 
Henry F. Bocock agreed to sell the property to A. C. Gamett, Ir. in 1892, but died before 
completing the sale. Soon after, his wife, Susan W. Bocock, executrix of his estate, 
completed the sale of the property to Garnettlo who lived at Woodside for about forty-six 
years until he died in 1939. Gamett left the property to his son, Frank M. Garnett, who sold 
the dwelling and almost forty-six acres to Jennings B. Springer on August 28, 1944." 
Springer sold the Woodside house and grounds to William Thomas Wilkins in 1980." 
Wilkins retained title of the property when the present owner, Susan Lowry Byrd, purchased 
it in 1989." 

ENDNOTES 
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4. Buckingham County Dccd Book 4 Pagc 323. 

5. bid.  

6. Buckingham Chancery Records. 

7. Deposition of Peter A. Forbes, 30 April 1878 in a Chancery suit OEUvia Bccwkvs. N. F. Bocack. Executors. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The boundary of the property is delineated by the polygon whose vertices are marked by the 
following UTM reference points: 

BOUNDARY .lUSTIFICATION 

The boundary includes the house and associated resources that have historically been 
associated with the property. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 
All photographs are of: 

WOODSIDE 
Buckingham, Buckingham County, VA 

DHR 14-41 
Negatives are filed at the Virginia State Library and Archives 

1. CREDIT: Nadine Golgosky 
DATE: 1990 
VIEW OF: north elevation-main house; view looking south 
NEG. NO.: 11477 
PHOTO 1 of 10 

2. CREDIT: Nadine Golgosky 
DATE: 1990 
VIEW OF: southwest elevation-main house; view looking north 
NEG. NO.: 11477 
PHOTO 2 of 10 

3. CREDIT: Nadine Golgosky 
DATE: 1990 
VIEW OF: north elevation-main house; front door surround 
NEG. NO.: 11477 - 

PHOTO 3 of 10 

4. CREDIT: Nadine Golgosky 
DATE: 1990 
VIEW OF: north elevation-main house; front door trim 
NEG. NO.: 11477 
PHOTO 4 of 10 

5. CREDIT: Nadine Golgosky 
DATE. 1990 
VIEW OF: main staircase; view facing north 
NEG. NO.: 11477 
PHOTO 5 of 10 
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6. CREDIT: Nadine Golgosky 
DATE: 1990 
VIEW OF: main staircase; view facing north 
NEG. NO.: 11477 
PHOTO 6 of 10 

7. CREDIT: Nadine Golgosky 
DATE: 1990 
VIEW OF: smokehouse; view facing west 
NEG. NO.: 11477 
PHOTO 7 of 10 

8. CREDIT: Nadine Golgosky 
DATE: 1990 
VIEW OF: tenant house; view facing southwest 
NEG. NO.: 11477 
PHOTO 8 of 10 

9. CREDIT: Nadine Golgosky 
DATE: 1990 
VIEW OF: barn; view facing southwest 
NEG. NO.: 11477 
PHOTO 9 of 10 

10. CREDIT: Nadine Golgosky 
DATE: 1990 
VIEW OF: kitchen site; view facing southwest 
NEG. NO.: 11477 
PHOTO 10 of 10 




